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scientific invention and the social transformation
which followed it. They aimed, and perhaps
wisely, at an America free from political entangle-
ments with the rest of the world; but how could
they foresee the coming of a time when the
course of events (which pays no heed to the
intentions of statesmen) would have entangled the
economic life of America with that of every
nation on the face of the earth and by that entangle-
ment rendered her " Munro doctrine " a thing of
little significance ? If, per impossibile> we imagine
America beginning her life as a nation in the
condition in which she is to-day, and from the
point where she now stands, can we conceive the
new founders adopting the principles, ideals,
hopes and methods which governed the old
founders in 1775 ? I think it inconceivable.

Perhaps the same question asked in respect of
any democratic nation would have to be answered,
with more or less hesitation, in a similar manner.
Are not all of them experimenting with the
possibility of adapting old principles to new
conditions ? Do they not all share with Russia
the character of being in the experimental stage ?
And is the outcome of their experiment any more
assured than the outcome of hers ? Faith may
answer in the affirmative, as she would do if the
converse question were addressed to a Russian
communist, but in the one case as in the other
reason will reserve her judgment,

It is not only on the general ground of their